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October 8, 2007 

Environment Health & Safety, WTC 2G2 
PO Box 9777 
Federal Way, WA 98063-9777 
Telephone: (253) 924-3746 
Fax:(253)924-6182 
E-Mail: Jennifer.hale(gweyerhaeuser.com 

Mr. Sam Chummar, Remedial Project Manager 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 5 
Superfund Division - Remedial Response Branch #1 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (SR-6J) 
Chicago, U. 60604 

Subject: Response to Comments-Letter Dated September 24, 2007 
Plainwell Mill, Operable Unit No. 7, Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River Site 
Plainwell Mill Banks Emergency Action Design Report 

Dear Sam: 

Thank you for your additional comments in our meeting on October 4, 2007. This letter provides written 
clarification of the issues we discussed and additional design drawings with details as requested. Thank you in 
advance for your expedited review. 

Comments 

1. Section 2.2.2 - Top of Bank Work Platform: During the construction/grading of the work platform, the 
movement of soil present on site may also spread contamination existing on site. Region 5 recommends 
either testing the soil prior to movement or using clean imported material to construct the work platform. 

As discussed at the October 4, 2007, meeting with the USEPA, the critical issue of concern was moving soils 
from area to area during site preparation activities. All site preparation activities will be conducted to 
minimize movement of soil and to keep soils separated within the three general areas identified for further 
evaluation in the draft Plainwell Mill RI/FS work plan. These three general areas have been identified as 
the wastewater treatment plant area (near Zones A and B), the North Central Area (near Zone C), and the 
Mill Buildings Area (near Zone D). Thus, soils will not be moved between these three areas during the Mill 
Banks Emergency Action work. Figure IA overlays the three areas with the identified emergency action 
construction zones. 

4. Section 2.2.5 - Residuals Containment Area: 

4a. The proposed location of the Residuals Containment Area (RCA) is the former aeration basin. 
The design for the RCA calls for use of topsoil from this area to be used as containment berms. 
This movement of this soil may also spread contamination existing on site. Region 5 
recommends either testing the soil prior to movement, or using clean imported material to 
construct the berms. 

The soils in the former aeration basin will stay within the wastewater treatment plan area 
described in the Plainwell Mill RI/FS work plan and further illustrated on Figure IA attached. 
Soil will need to be moved within the former aeration basin in order to clear the area of 
vegetation and debris and prepare an adequate surface for the geomembrane liner. 

4b. No detailed design has been offered for the RCA. A detailed design must be provided. 

The attached Figure 2A and Figure 2B identify the existing and proposed grades in the area of 
the containment pad. The pad will consist of a 3 to 6 inch layer of sand with a 40 mil LLDPE 
liner covered with an additional 6 inches of sand. The pad will slope toward the water treatment 
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pad to an area on the liner which can be pumped to the adjacent storage tank for treatment. 
Also attached is a flow diagram for the proposed water treatment system. 

5. Section 2.2.7: A maintenance schedule should be provided for the wastewater treatment system. 
Additionally, Region 5 has concern over the limited capacity of the wastewater treatment system. 

The water treatment system will be rented from Pro-Act Services in Ludington, Michigan. The 
maintenance schedule to be performed will be in accordance with their prescribed operation guidelines. 
The system is rated at 200 gpm with a holding capacity of 20,000 gallons. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact Jim Hutchens and Kathy Huibregtse at 262/879-1212 or me 
at 253-924-3746. We look forward to talking to you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Weyerhaeuser Company 

?M^ 
Jepnifer Hale 
Environmental Manager 

cc: Paul Bucholtz, MDEQ 
Eileen Furey, C-14J 
Michael Berkoff, SR-6J 
Jim Saric, SR-6J 
Kathy Huibregtse, RMT, Inc. 
Mark Schneider, Perkins Coie 
John Gross, Weyerhaeuser 
Martin Lebo, Weyerhaeuser 
Joe Jackowski, Weyerhaeuser 
Erik Wilson, City of Plainwell 
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